Recently, the first author, while inventorying the flora of Sundarbans under his Ph.D. project, collected few specimens of Colubrina from Katka area and after a critical taxonomic study the specimens have been identified as C. javanica Miq. Hence, the genus Colubrina and the species C. javanica are reported here as the new angiosperm records for Bangladesh. The specimens are deposited at Jahangirnagar University Herbarium (JUH) and Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB).
The detailed description and illustration of the species based on herbarium material are given below. (Fig. 1 ).
Colubrina javanica
An evergreen branched shrub. Stem 2.5-6.0 m tall, 10-12 cm in diameter, branches long, slender, slightly flexuose, youngest ones pubescent. Stipules minute, 0.7-0.8 mm long, lanceolate. Leaves alternate; petioles 7-15 mm long, sparsely pubescent; lamina 3.2-6.0 × 1.8-3.6 cm, ovate to broadly ovate, occasionally elliptic to oblong, thinly papery, abaxially glabrous, glabrascent or pubescent on veins, adaxially glabrous, secondary veins 2-4 pairs, base rounded and entire, margin serrulate to slightly undulate, apex acuminate or acute to truncate. Inflorescence axillary thyrse, 5-10 flowered, peduncles 1-2 mm long. Flowers bisexual, 5-merous. Pedicels 2.0-3.2 mm long. Calyx tube hemispherical, sepals 5, green, 1.0-1.1 mm long, 1.1-1.2 mm wide at the base, triangular, adaxially distinctly keeled. Petals 5, yellow to light green, 0.7-0.9 × 0.8-1.0 mm at maturity, as long as stamen at bud stage, obovate, cucullate, clawed. Stamens 5, 1.2-1.5 mm long, each surrounded by a petal; filament 0.9-1.2 mm long; anthers partly exserted in mature flower, 2-lobed, dorsifixed, 0.2 × 0.3 mm. Ovary sub-inferior, with broad rugose yellow rounded disc, immerged to calyx tube, 3-loculed, each locule with 1-ovule, placentation basal; style up to 1 mm long, attached with yellow rounded disc, distinctly 3-fid up to the middle; stigmas convex, scabrous. Fruits globose, 3-furrowed, 7-8 mm in diameter, basally surrounded by the remains of calyx tube, loculicidally dehiscent at maturity, locule 1-seeded. Seeds triangular, 4-5 × 5-6 mm, greyish brown; fruiting pedicels 6-10 mm long. Distribution: China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand. Uses: The crushed leaves of Colubrina possess lathering properties. In Samoan and Fijian Islands, the leaves are used as a detergent and shampoo. It is used to cure burns caused by centipede or millipedes. In the Bahamas, Colubrina is used as a digestive aid, anti scorbutic, tonic, laxative, and as a febrifuge. In the Philippines, extract of the leaves is used as a remedy for skin diseases. In Sri Lanka, a cottage industry has been developed based on Colubrina stem (McCormick, 2007) .
